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LAS International Study Abroad Site Visit Grant Program

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
International learning opportunities for students come in varied formats, from semester-long experiences focused on language immersion to biology field trips to three-week global seminars focused on interdisciplinary topics.  Faculty-led group study abroad programs are among the most sought-after by our undergraduates as they pair faculty expertise and ISU credit with the opportunity to explore another land and culture.  LAS faculty who seek to develop a group study abroad program are encouraged to apply for LAS International Study Abroad Site Visit Grants to support the initial task of assessing the quality of a site and its available infrastructure.  

Initial Site Visit Grants 

Funding for initial site visits is available through the LAS International Study Abroad Site Visit Grant program. These grants are designed to provide financial support to faculty interested in developing new group study abroad programs for which it is essential to make an exploratory site visit.  Grants are awarded only when there is strong probability of sufficient student interest to make the program viable.  Applicants will need to document evidence of this interest.

To the extent that resources are available, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences will support 90% of the site visit travel costs, up to the amount specified in the grant award.  Faculty are expected to find the remaining 10% in funding from other sources (e.g., department, CIP grant, external funding, etc.).  LAS will award up to three grants (up to $3,000 each) in an attempt to support the travel costs of an initial site visit by faculty/staff for programs that appear to be well-conceived and for which there is expected sufficient demand.  While proposals are welcome for any location, we are particularly interested in program development in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.
Proposed study abroad programs must be offered within 18 months of the initial site visit.  If extenuating circumstances making this timeframe impossible, an explanation detailing the relevant issues must be submitted with the proposal or upon return from the initial site visit. 

Repeat Site Visit Grant Program
Requests for funding for repeat site visits to the same location may be appropriate if significant changes have occurred or the site has not been visited in some time.  Such proposals will require careful justification and should clearly explain, and document where possible, why a repeat site visit is necessary.  The College will support 90% of the site visit travel costs, up to the amount specified in the grant award.

Department chair approval (and approval of Dean or designee, if another college is involved) is required on all proposals. Proposals may be submitted at any time and will be reviewed by the LAS International Programs Committee at a subsequent meeting. Proposals should be submitted electronically to Nancy Guthrie at nguthrie@iastate.edu, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  If you have questions concerning site visit grant proposals, please contact LAS Study Abroad Director Nancy Guthrie (515-294-8036). 
Guidelines are adapted from Initial Site Visit Proposal Form created by the former Study Abroad and Exchange Advisory Committee and revised 
by CHS.
LAS International Study Abroad Site Visit Grant Proposal

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

	Please check one:       Initial Site Visit Grant [    ]                 Repeat Site Visit Grant [    ]

Proposed program title:      
Country(s) and location(s):      
Sponsoring department(s):      
Program Director(s):      

Email(s):      



	Proposed course title:      


Semester and year to be offered:         Proposed number of credits:      
Projected enrollment:      


	From Budget Sheet:

Total site visit costs:      
Other sources of funding:      
Amount requested from LAS International:      


	Signatures:
Program Director

Date


Department Chair Approval

Date


Additional Signatures (if more than one department or college are involved):

Department Name 


Department Chair Approval

Date


College Approval

Date



1. Description of and rationale for the proposed study abroad program:

     
2. Purpose of this visit and what will be accomplished:

     
3. Proposed methods of advertising the program:

     
4. Evidence of student interest:

Possible types of evidence may include a needs assessment, survey, documented student requests, or other supportable projections. Evidence may be submitted as an attachment.

     
5. Name and qualifications of the individual who will make the initial site visit:

Indicate whether this individual is on appointment and whether he/she has been to the target country.  If so, state the purpose of those trips and when they occurred.  Please also provide this information regarding the individual who will teach the course if different from the one making the initial site visit.

     
6. Risks:
Please identify any health and safety risks you are aware of in the destination country(s), which may include, but not be limited to, the following activities: water activities or travel on water, strenuous physical activity, exposure to dangerous plants and animals, extreme environmental conditions (e.g., high altitude), farm visits/working with animals, and homestays.

 Please also review the following websites and identify the risks they indicate:

 http://travel.state.gov/ (see Consular information Sheets, Travel Warnings, and Pubic Announcements); http://www.who.int/en/; http://www.cdc.gov/ 

     
7. Travel arrangements and itinerary:
     
Budget for LAS International Study Abroad Site Visit Grant Proposal

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
I. Calculate costs for the site visit:

	Site Visit Expenses
	Amount

	Passport (if purchasing or renewing for this program)
	     

	Visa (if needed)
	     

	Vaccinations and preventive medicines, health insurance, Int’l Teacher ID Card
	     

	Housing
	     

	Round-trip airfare
	     

	Round-trip airport transportation
	     

	Local ground transportation (bus, subway, etc.)
	     

	Entrance fees
	     

	Meals
	     

	Additional expenses (ISU Purchasing Card cash advance fee, cell phone rental)
	     

	Subtotal
	     

	Subtract funding from other resources
	     

	Total Site Visit Funding Request
	     


II.  Sources of funding:

	Site Visit Funding Sources 
	Amount

	LAS Site Visit Grant (requested) 
	     

	Department Contribution 
	     

	Council on International Programs 
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     



